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New Series of Reports. 





Reports of the Annual Series have beon issued from Her Majesty's 
Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be 
obtained from the sources indicated on the title-page :— 
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TURKEY. 
JEDDAH. 


Consul Wood to the Marquis of Salisbury. 


My Lord, - Jeddah, June 11, 1892. 

I HAveE the honour to forward herewith my Report on the 
Trade and Commerce of Jeddah for the year 1891, as well as 
that of Vice-Consul Dr. Tameeznddin for the Province of 
Yemen. The delay which has occurred in forwarding this Report 
is due to the time spent in verifying the information received 
by me, no statistics being obtainable from the local authorities. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL G. WOOD. 


Report on the Trade and Commerce of Jeddah for the Year 189}. 
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Pilgrim The nationality and numbers of the pilgrims who landed at 
traffic. Jeddah during the last year are shown in the accompanying list, 
' from which it will also be seen that there was a decrease amount- 
ing be a few hundreds on the number of arrivals by sea 

in 1890. 


British Tndians ee oe ee as oe ee 11,035 
Egyptians ae ese oe ee en ee o6 6,285 
Moors, Algerians, &c. a Se. ee os a 8,554 
Javanese oe oe ee es rr ee ss 10,817 
Turks and Syrians ee ae ae ee oe oe 8,285 
Arabs - &@ ae oe ee e¢ aé oe 2,086 


Persians «¢ ee ae ee oa ee ee 1,717 
Yemanese es “ee ee oe oe ee ae 1,887 
Soudanese . «2 ee eo “ee oe ee ee 247 


“Bokharians ee ee ee ee sn : ae ee 1,643 
Pilgrims who landed at Yembo .. s oe oe =: 2,924 
Arrived by coasters, nationality unknown oe » «=: 478 


Total ee ° e ee oe ee ee 46,958 





RETURN of all Shipping at the Port of Jeddah in the Year 
































1891.* 
Sailing. Steam, Total. 
Nationality. srenaver Mahe srccaparer! 
Number 0: Number 0: umber 0 

Vessels Tons. Vessels, Tons. Vessels, Tons. 
British ase ae 1 1,061 113 145,127 14 146,188 
Egyptian . cee ae 47 29,925 47 29,925 
Turkish 1. c 2,194 25 24,698 28 26,892 
¥rench eee eee one ane 9 6,262 9 6,262 
Austrian... ene my 8 17,868 8 17,868 
Dutch oo ae eee ove il 15,961 bs il 15,981 
Greek: a . ace See 4 2,262 4 2,282 
Portuguese . oe ‘ie 3 669 3 669 
ersian ase eee 608 eo ees 1 608 
Norwegian eee ooo ooo one 1 ™. 1 840 
a Zonzibar wel dev ae 2 1,810 2 1,810 
Total 6. ow 6 8,863 223 245,422 228 249,285 








* Tho return of veescla which cleared is not given as it tallics exactly with the above. 


From the above return a general diminution will be observed 
in the numbers and tonnage of the shipping which visited this 
port, during 1891, as compared with the preceding year, but this 
is with regard only to foreign shipping. British steam still heads 
the list, with an increase in both. 
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JEDDAH. 3 


Return of Principal Articles of Import during the Year 1891. 





From | = Articles, Quantity.} Value. 


eorerere meee | ey 











ret 








Persin 4. as »+| Tibee, Keiseroun; Bags ..}| 5,000 10,000 
Mukalla .. Be »»{ 5, Hommi..!} ,, ee 700 2,000 
Trieato and Moraoilles .,| Sugar .. os} Cases. 4,000 11,000 
Yemen and India »e| Coffee .. oo} Backs .. 3,000 18,000 
America .. a --| Petroleum  ..| Cases ..| 40,000 11,000 
Egypt. as -«| Beans ., oo | Bags 1,800 2,000 
India and Straits Settle- 


ment .. es -e| Logs... - a °. 6,000 
India and Straits Settle- 
ment ee 2 oa ee Planks ee @e oe ee 5,000 
White deal 
Trieste oe , af ee planks oe oe oe 1,200 
Egypt se o «.| White deal 


planks a we ‘ee 500 
England oe oe oe Coal ee oe Tons ee : 800 1,800 
«.| Manufactures ..| Bales .. 450 70,000 


”> ee ee 
Europe and India «>| Iron a. ««| Cantars.. we 600 
India and Straits Sottle- 
ments AA .| Tin ws «| Bars 2. 200 1,200 
India af oe oe ee Pewter ae ee Cases ae "70 1,200 
India and Europe ..| Lead. -.| Bars... 800 800 
». Straits Settle- 
ments .. ee ..| Drags and spices} ,, eo Js 15,000 
Busreh .. v6 --| Dates .. ..| Bales .. 8,500 4,000 
Persia... ae «e| Carpets .. we we oe 20,000 
China and India .. oo | Tea as «| Boxes .. 8,500 23,000 
FP ie +» | Sugar in powde we rh 6,000 
Trieste .. ee ..| Matches.. -.| Cases .. 218 390 


India, Busreh, Egypt ..| Wheat .. ..| Ardebs ..| 35,000 40,000 
India ee ee oe Flour ee ee Sacks ee 17,000 17,000 

9 www we] Rico we we | gg ee | 228,000 | 151,500 
Busreh .. “s -»| Barley .. ..| Bags ..| 36,000 11,000 


Total oe oe oe ve ee oe 480,190 





From the foregoing tabie it will be seen that there has been a 
considerable decrease in the value of imports as compared with 
the year 1890. 

But little coffee was brought from the Yemen during the year, Coffee. 
owing to the unsettled state of affairs prevailing there. 

Great supplies having been imported by Government for its Wheat ond 
own uses, little or nothing was done in these cereals by mer- >aley: 
chants, and more especially in the case of wheat, the price of 
which in India, whence the greatest importation takes place, 
having risen considerably. 

The increased demand for Persian rugs in Egypt accounts for Carpots. 
the great rise in the value of the importation. 

‘he importation by private individuals of this article, almost a Timbac. 
necessity of life in these parts, has been stopped, the Ottoman 
Regie having now included it in its monopcly, 

The arbitrary manner on which this measure was carried 
out caused a certain amount of irritation and discontent, for 
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Lead. 


Ghee. 


Mother-of 
pearl. 


4 TURNEY. 


the usual delay and notice accorded in such matters when 
changes are contemplated were completely put aside by the 
agent of the Regie. - , 

The importation of this metal, has been prohibited. In its 
cage likewise importers were put to inconvenience and loss by 
the sudden measures taken by the authorities, who would neither 
let them sell, re-export their stock, nor return the duty paid upon it. 

The matter ended, however, as is usual in such cases, -by its 
underhand sale in small quantities, and presumably at an enhanced 
orice, 

This article does not figure in the list for the year, as the 
amount produced in the Hedjaz during 1890, added to the quanti- 
ties which had remained in stock from previous importations, — 
prevented any demand being made for foreign production. 


Articles of Export from J eddah during 


Return of Principai 
- the Year 1891. 








Articles. Quantity. Value. 
£ 
Mother-of-pearl shell .. ee oe ve 10,000 
Gums. ee os ee| Slacks .. 1,200 8,000 
Tortoise-shells ee ae * 806 oe ‘ ee 200 
Sheep skins ve a ae 6 90 to 1,000 5,700 
Goat skins, Py ee ee eo oe 90,000 7,500 
Ox hides .. ee es ss ane 40 150 
Senna re ea “% ve] Sacks es 200 500 
Henna. oe se eo] oe 260 1,200 
Wax: . ee ee ee ee te ee 100 
Honey ee oe ae oe se ee 100 
Total ee ee oe ee ee 28,450 
Laports. 


In these likewise a considerable decrease is visible. 

In the article of mother-of-pearl shells there has been a 
falling-off of some 5,0002., which amount will in all probability 
be still further reduced during 1892, inasmuch as the custom- 
house authorities here had, towards the end of the year, increased 
by 8 per cent. the 12 per cent. landing duty already in force, 
and thie, notwithstanding the fact that the latter duty, added to 
the facilities offered to mother-of-pearl fishermen at Suakin and 
Massouwah had, as I pointed out in my last report, already 
seriously diminished the quantities usually brought here. 

The measures taken by the Custom-house Director to obtain 
a modification of the new impost were not in time even to save 
the loss which accrued to his department, and which may be 
safely put down at over 1,000/,, as the fishing season was already 
well advanced, and many boats which would have landed their 
cargoes as usual at Jeddah on getting wind of the new tariff 
carried them to the more hospitable ports already mentioned. 
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TLopEIDAR. 


Mr. Vice-Consul Tameezuddin Ahmed reports as follows :— 
I have tho honour to submit the following report, information 
herein being partly from Dr. Ata Mohammed’s and partly from 
my own observations, a8 I arrived here on December 24, 1891. 
The principal products of the Yemen are: 1, coffee; 2, 
maize; 8, cotton; 4, sesame; 5, lentils; 6, indigo; 7, skins and 
hides; 8, senna; 9, pearls; 10, rock-salt ; and 11, myrrh. 
Although the Turkish Oustom-house authorities, the Arabs, 
and the Indian merchants here are rather averse to giving 
detailed information of exports and imports of trade, I have 
been able this time to obtain the following rough estimates :— 


TaBLE showing the Aggregate Value of the Imports to Hodeidah 
for the Year 1891. 











Articles, Quantity. Value. 
Packages. Dears, 
Sundrica— 
Piece-goods, rice, flour, dates, 
_ gugar, tobacco... ee e+} 600,000 cs 
Korogene oil .. as a »»{| 100,000 es 
Aggregate yaluo ee ee e. oe 5.300,000 





Tas LE showing the Aggregate Value of the Exports from 
Hodeidah for the Year 1891. 


8" 


Articles. Quantity. Value. 


ee rt oe pereeS CN Hh CE See SR SAL eR 
. 





Packages. Dollars; 
400,000 sas 


Aggregate value .. ee we oe 2,200,000 


Coffeo, skins aud hides, cotton, pearls, 
and rock salt... ee oe oe 








The maize is a kind of substitute for flour among the natives. rxports. 

Cotton and indigo are used in Hodeidah, Bait-al-Fakih, Zabied, 
and other places, for the manufacture of « kind of cloth used for 
bed coverlets. Rock salt from Salip is shipped to Calcutta, 
Pearls, senna leaves, and myrrh, though principally sent to 
India, are also, to some extent, sent to Europe. Coffee, hides, 
and skins are exported in larger: quantitics to America than to 
Europe, as there are three or four large American firms here, 
and Muropean merchants there are only one from Italy, and two 
or three fot Greece, who do not do much business. 


Imports. 


As stated in the foregoing paragraph, there are three or four tmports, 
large American firms here, and the Yemen is largely supplied 
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with manufactured goods and petroleum from America, India 
supplies the province with rice, flour, timber, sugar, silk, and, to 
some extent, piece goods. Great Britain exports here manu- 
factured piece goods; but it is doubtful sehathar the supply is 
equal to that from America. However, the United Kingdom has 
plenty of chances of success if some enterprising firms try the 
experiment. Hardware, paper, and timber come from Austria, 
Lately the Russians have begun to supply the Yemen to some 
extent with petroleum from Batoum, a Russian sea port on the 
Black Sea. Tobacco comes ‘from Turkey, Egypt, and Persia; 
- dates from Bussorah; and carpets from Persia. 

Shipping and =The remarks about the British shipping are the same for the 

navigation. year under review as the preceding year. 

The Egyptian mail steamers ran every fortnight between 
Aden and Suez, touching at the principal Red Sea ports; hence 
there were two outward and two homeward mails every month. 

In 1891, 46 ships touched Hodeidah. Out of these there 
were 21 British, 19 T'urkish, 4 Austrian, 1 Greek (chartered by 
Turkey), and 1 Portuguese. 

As this seaport is, in my belief, gradually rising into import- 
ance, and many more British ships come here than formerly, the 
pier is badly in need of repairs. Although, I am told, a large 
sum has been sanctioned for the purpose by the Turkish Govern- 
ment during’ the distnrbance in Yemen, nothing has been done 
yet of any importance. 

A lighthouse is absolutely required. 

Agriculture. T have not yet been able to form any idea on this head, but 
from- hearsay I infer that in the interior there are generally 
two crops every year, and in some places sometimes three crops 
every year. Pumpkins, lady’s fingers, plantains, and sweet 
potatoes are seen daily in the market. Donkeys and camels are 
the animals in the province of the Yemen. 

Population. There are no proper census regulations here, but the Turkish 
authorities estimate the number of inhabitants in the Yemen to 
be about 3,000,000. The difficulty of making a correct calcu- 
lation is partly due to the nomadic habits of the people. 

Industries. Agriculture is the principal industry; next to this com. 
raerce ; and lastly, the weaving and dyeing of cloth, 

Public works. Although I have nothing to add to the previous year’s 
remarks, still I daresay that the mere attempt at establishing a 
telegraphic communication between Perim and Sheikh Said is an 
advance towards a better state of things. : 

Before my arrival here I had an idea that in most, if not all, 
‘of the Turkish towns there are no municipal arrangements ; but, 
to my satisfaction and surprise, I found the town of Hodeidah 
fairly clean, as there are municipal carts here, which carry every 
oe the refuse of the town, which is inside a fort, to places 

- outside. 


(15 7|92—-H &S 1878) 
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